The patient was a 52-year-old woman who had had a mid-transverse colostomy for diverticulitis performed three months earlier. At zero time in each experiment the loop of defunctioned colon, which had previously been repeatedly washed out, was infused from the proximal opening with 600 ml. of physiological saline, and 5-ml. samples were thereafter removed at 30-minute intervals through a soft rubber catheter for analysis. In the two control experiments (days one and ten) no more fluid could be obtained after eight hours. Although up to that time sodium and potassium concentrations showed reciprocal changes, it is clear from the disappearance of the infused solution that net sodium reabsorption was greater than net potassium secretion. Aldosterone 0.5 mg. , of 87 alcoholics 9 (4.4%) were nurses, of 60 addicts older than 20 years 7 (11.7%).
One point referred to in your leading article is the finding repeatedly mentioned in the literature4 of the "exceptional difficulties " encountered when treating doctors.
However, when treated within the framework of a therapeutic community and therapeutic groups such doctor-patients often found that they had a great deal to give to other patients and to the community, a finding which often proved very helpful to their own self-respect and to the progress of the whole group.7 However, in view of the difficulties in treating alcohol-and drug-dependent patieats
